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Of one panchayat it is reported that all the expenditure
has been incurred on the improvement of roads in the prin-
cipal of the five villages which form the administrative unit,
but other reports are silent on the point of whether there
has been any inequity in the enjoyment of funds. It
appears likely that occasion for inequity is rare as in the
.multiple-village panchayat administrative duties are rarely
undertaken.

104.    Another result of the combination of a number
of villages under one panchayat is that the elected mem-
bers are swamped by the ex-officio members.   This has
been a marked feature of the panchayats in the Narsingh-
pur district of the Central Provinces and the  Daryapur
taluq of the Berar.   The result may be beneficial more of ten
than the reverse as the headman of the village is its natural
leader, and the authority which he derives from his office
reinforces b is position as a member of the panchayat.    But
it nullifies the elective principle on which the   panchayat
system is based.   This system would still further weak-
ened if the suggestion were accepted that the authority of
a bench court which has own confidence should be ex-
tended   to neighbouring villages.     Such   an   evolution
appears bound to come as already where a panchayat has
proved its capacity and fareness, residents of villages ex-
cluded from ifs ambit are heard to declare that they would
willingly submit their cases for its  decision.    But as yet
the Act contains no provision by which for such cases the
panchayats could even co-opt members ad hoc from the
village concerned.

As regards literacy, the rules trained under the Act
do not require that a single member shall be literate.
Prior to elections the villages are usually advised to elect
members who are competent to record the proceedings of
the panchayat, and in actual practice panchayats are so
composed that they do not have to seek outside assistance
for the performance of their ordinary duties. The train-
ing thus afforded is valuable.

105.    In four districts of the Central  Provinces no
panchayats have been formed.   Three of the four districts
lie in the Maratha country, a somewhat remarkable fact in
face of the development that has been achieved in the
neighbouring Maratha country of Berar.